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In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 

 

Annual General Meeting of the General Assembly 
2014 Secretary General’s Address  
 

  
 

Respected Chair, distinguished guests, sisters and brothers Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullah. 
 

1. Introduction
By the Grace of Allah (swt), today the MCB concludes 
its 17th year of serving the community and working 
for the common good. I feel an immense sense of 
gratitude and honour to have served as its Secretary 
General during the last four years.   
The establishment of the Muslim Council of Britain 
was a remarkable achievement for the British Muslim 
community. Muslims from various traditions, 
backgrounds and thoughts resolved to come together 
to provide a fair and positive representation, to 
achieve inter and intra-faith understanding, to 
support and protect equal rights, to create 

mechanisms to shape our agenda and organise our 
voice - all with the aim to empower  the community to 
contribute towards achieving a cohesive, just and 
successful British society. 
 
We are a community, not just isolated individuals. We 
must stand for our rights within a plural and 
culturally-diverse democracy; we must stand for the 
justice for all. This is not about tribalism, isolationism 
or extremism – or victimhood. We do not seek 
separation or special privileges. We have made huge 
progress in our pluralistic society of Great Britain, but 



 

 

we have made some mistakes too. We are still 
learning. We are motivated by our unique 
appreciation that – even though we are a diverse 
community – we are united by our bond of faith, and 
together, desire to seek the common good.  
 
The progress report for the year is detailed in the 
document you have been given this morning. In my 
report to you, I hope to present an overview of the 

achievements, situation and issues. As I am 
completing my tenure, I would like to also take the 
opportunity to share my thoughts on the organisation, 
the priorities, the challenges and the opportunities. I 
do so in the spirit of humility. Looking ahead, I feel 
confident that our community will learn, evolve, find 
its rightful place and will contribute positively to the 
peace and prosperity of our nation, InshaAllah. 
 

 

2. Highlights and Issues: Overview of the Year 
The year began under the dark shadows of the 
Woolwich attack and ended with the storms created 
by the “Trojan Horse”. In the middle, we had the 
celebration of the “Muslim Pound”, recognising the 
remarkable contribution the Muslim community 
makes to British economy. This was marked to 
welcome the 9th World Islamic Economic Forum to 
London, as it was held for the first time outside the 
Islamic world. This highlights the life for our 
community. 
 
The killers of Lee Rigby had attempted to divide us by 
an act of unjustifiable barbarity, but British Muslims in 
large numbers stood up and unequivocally declared 
that this murder was not in our name. MCB took the 
lead and as always we condemned terrorism and 
extremism in the strongest possible terms, and will 
continue to do so. This has been our consistent stance 
against terrorism. 
 

In the wake of the 
murder, there was 
an alarming increase 
in attacks against 
mosques and 
individuals. The Far 
Right rhetoric 
intensified. But we 
also saw an 
unprecedented 
support against the 
forces of extremism 
and hate - 
Christians, Jews, 
people from all 

faiths and none racing to aid and show solidarity to 
Muslims when their mosques were burned and 
bombed. We witnessed the strength of our 
multicultural society – the common values of 
compassion and humanity. This was exemplified by 
our affiliate, York Mosque.  When far-right protestors 
took to the streets outside the mosque, the young 

Imam and the members went out to the protestors 
and invited them in for tea and a game of football, 
and a volatile situation was diffused. 
 
Beyond condemnation and coming together in 
solidarity against forces of hatred remained the 
question: how to tackle the scourge of extremism that 
breeds violence and terrorism.  Our Prime Minister 
launched a ministerial task force to address the 
problem. We agreed that an effective strategy was 
needed, but cautioned against policies which made 
our society less free, divided and suspicious of each 
other. We also urged clear definitions and not 
muddled discussion about what constitutes 
extremism over, say, social conservatism, or 
disagreement of foreign policy. We emphasised the 
need for evidence-based strategies and not 
programmes which told mothers to be alarmed by the 
number of times their children suddenly started 
visiting the mosque. We strongly felt a 
disproportionate attention to a faith community and 
its institutions, places of worship and charities would 
only exacerbate the problem. 
 
In November, the task force launched the proposals, 
with the Prime Minister saying: "there are just too 
many people who have been radicalised in Islamic 
centres, who have been in contact with extremist 
preachers, who have accessed radicalising information 
on the internet and haven't been sufficiently 
challenged". And the proposals continued to view 
British Muslims through the prism of security, rather 
than as fully fledged members of British society. They 
peddled the discredited “conveyor-belt” theory of 
extremism, justifying programmes to target ideologies 
and those who followed a “distorted interpretation of 
Islam”.  The idea of the state or police arbitrating 
theological 'distortion' is especially worrying.  We are 
a diverse Muslim community; it would be inadvisable 
for the government to promote state-sponsored 
sectarianism.  The proposals provided a license to 
unleash a regime of suspicion and mistrust. 



 

 

 
 
The lessons from Woolwich lay less in 
acknowledgement of the impending existential 
threats to our way of life, than in the demonstration 
of the resilience of our society. No amount of 
investment in counter-terrorism alone will prevent 
another attack, but investment in the strengthening of 
the resilience and capacity of our communities across 
the whole of our society – through the promotion of 
civic engagement, social cohesion, capacity building, 
through the strengthening of our democracy and 
through democratic practice and social justice, will go 
a long way towards making the values we all defend a 
reality for all. Investing in the resilience and capacity 
of our communities is the surest guarantee that we 
can stand up for who we are and what we believe in; 
that we can articulate our grievances without being 
accused of disloyalty and face up to those who seek to 
undermine our contribution to this society. We will 
continue to seek partnerships with all on these lines 
to fight all forms of extremism based on bigotry, 
hatred and violence. 
 
Away from the media and security narrative, our 
Research and Documentation Committee launched 
the Census Data Analysis Project to build the real 
picture of the community. The full report will be 
launched soon. I would like to share some key aspects 
in this overview. The Muslim population has doubled 
in the last decade to 2.8 million. Almost half are now 
British by birth (47%) and just over half are under 19 
years of age (53%). And this is the most defining 
feature:  almost half (45%) live in just 10 of the most 
deprived local authority districts. A quarter (27%) are 
living in social housing. There are an increasing 
number of single parent households (77,000). 
Employment and health figures are also poor. 
Together these demonstrate how there is a 
disproportionate impact of public sector cuts on our 
community, which has serious policy implications. In 
contrast to this, we have discovered the wide-ranging 
and significant Muslim contribution to the economy 

through our in-depth research, leading to the Muslim 
Pound report. 
 
We are increasingly a community of two halves, 
perhaps a reflection of the society at large but just 
more acute. We need to address this gap at all levels, 
from influencing socio-economic policy to working at 
the grassroots level, supporting and developing 
community based projects. The civil society and third 
sector need to be focused. Last year at our Muslim 
Leadership Dinner I requested our major charities to 
commit at least 20% to community empowerment in 
the UK. We must pursue this change. 
 
The recession has hit young people extremely hard 
and ours is a particularly young community. Almost 
half of those graduating last year are still facing 
difficulty to find jobs. Figures show that whilst there is 
a rise of BME graduates, the job market remains 
tough for them. There is the issue of more of our 
young people going to lower ranking institutions 
which also affect their employment prospects. The 
government is failing to provide sufficient solutions -
the main reason being cuts. Now that the economy is 
recovering the question remains, whether it is having 
a positive impact on those who are vulnerable, 
including within the Muslim community? 
 
The mood music for the rising of Islamophobia 
continued throughout the year with a regular dose of 
negative headlines and stories. The usual ones, Hijab, 
veil, Halal and grooming all did their rounds. Vile 
crimes committed by some in Muslim countries and 
the actions and views on the fringes of our community 
have often found front page coverage.  Perhaps the 
most distasteful and reaching a new level in anti-
Muslim bigotry was the Richard Littlejohn piece in the 
Daily Mail on the Legoland saga in February 2014. 
 
The current “Trojan Horse” story of an alleged 
extremist plot to take over schools in Birmingham and 
possibly other towns is another milestone. Never have 
we seen the entire government machinery, from a 
national to local level, spring into action on the 
pretext of an alleged letter which has no defined 
source or legitimacy. It has been used to open a 
debate in the media and within the Cabinet on the 
best course of action to tackle extremism in schools. 
We are concerned that whilst ministerial wrangling 
goes on, the Trojan Horse issue has already 
demonised Muslim schools and Muslim parents and 
governors at state schools. Muslim children, their 
parents and teachers are therefore not only left in the 
dark about their future, but also feel victimised and 
unfairly treated. In spite of this on-going saga, the 
reality is that Muslim children have made tremendous 



 

 

progress in schools in the last two decades, thanks to 
the hard work of many teachers, academics of Muslim 
and non-Muslim backgrounds, parents and LEAs. 
  
The unfortunate politicisation of education and the 
securitisation of the entire community, however, have 
the potential to undermine the educational progress 
made so far by the otherwise disadvantaged Muslim 
community. There is a fear that rather than protecting 
and safeguarding the next generation of Muslim 
students, the way the investigations have been 
carried out may lead to faith not only being lost in the 
inspection process but perhaps the British education 
system itself. 
 

 
 
Last year saw the coming of the 9th World Islamic 
Economic Forum (WIEF) conference to London, 
emphasising London's importance to the Muslim 
world and vice versa. It highlights that UK plc is a net 
beneficiary when we have close links with the Muslim 
world. With our dynamic economy, our diverse 
communities and our willingness to embrace the 
Muslim world, we benefit economically through these 
close links. The MCB launched a report entitled “The 
Muslim Pound” to mark the occasion as previously 
discussed. The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson said: 
"I welcome the effort of the British Muslim 
community in bringing the World Islamic Economic 
Forum to London. My team have worked with the 
Muslim Council of Britain to bring this Forum to 
London, who has been a key delegation at the World 
Islamic Economic Forum since its inception." Our 
Prime Minister announced policies to boost Islamic 
finance provision in the United Kingdom, which 
included the introduction of Islamic bonds, Sukuk, and 
the promise to help students and families take out 
loans according to Islamic provisions. We welcomed 
this significant milestone for the community. Islamic 
pensions and investment funds would also be able to 
use the Sukuk to balance their portfolios, leading to a 
greater choice in the market. It sent a strong message 
to investors from Muslim majority countries that 

Britain is open for business and welcomes their 
support for the British economy. In his Gala Dinner 
speech at the event, the Prince of Wales thanked the 
Muslim Council of Britain for its role in bringing the 
WIEF to London and concluded with the words, “It has 
been one of Islam's great strengths over the centuries 
that it is compelled to establish a just society. Never 
has there been a greater need to raise the level of 
that ambition to a global level. We each have a sacred 
duty of care towards the Earth. It calls upon us to 
shoulder this work together.”  
 
Internationally, the failure of the Arab Spring to 
deliver freedom, transparent and democratic 
governments under the rule of law have left many 
confused and frustrated.  It has created a great deal of 
violence and the growing uncertainty across the 
Middle East affects many in our community. It poses 
multiple threats, from security to economy and inter 
and intra faith tensions. The war in Syria is a human 
tragedy, and in Iraq, the situation is becoming 
increasingly dangerous. We have strongly advised our 
youth to provide humanitarian assistance and play an 
advocacy role for the resolution of the conflicts, and 
not go to fight and become entangled in a highly 
complex battle.  
 
The MCB strongly believes that Muslims in Britain 
have an important role to play to help find peaceful 
resolutions to all conflicts, and to campaign for just 
causes such as in Palestine. We must consistently and 
regularly demand that the people of the Arab and 
Muslim world are allowed their freedom and their 
dignity without hindrance. We must assert that 
universal human rights are Islamic rights too and 
these should be protected and respected. As British 
citizens, we must insist that our government is 
consistent and forthright in its support for justice, in 
being on the right side of freedom. 
 
Though we are mandated to work for common British 
Muslim issues, we are repeatedly called upon to join 
hands with others on all sorts of issues affecting our 
brothers and sisters abroad. We try our best to do this 
when it affects British Muslims. Thus, we have, and 
will continue to speak out against human rights 
abuses wherever they take place, be it Palestine, 
Syria, Bahrain, Pakistan, Bangladesh or Burma – these 
are just some of the countries we have commented 
on.  

 



 

 

3. Our Work
The task of being a representative and balanced voice 
for British Muslims has been extremely demanding. 
 
The Muslim Council of Britain remains the first port of 
call for comment and consultation on Muslim issues in 
the media. Each day, our office fields many press 
enquiries on a range of issues affecting British Muslim 
life. At times of crisis, those calls increase 
exponentially.  
 
Since our last AGM, we have issued regular press 
statements to the media, and our office bearers have 
appeared in the media and given quotes to 
newspapers.  At the MCB, we aim to provide a 
balanced and nuanced understanding of our 
community, providing an enlightened appreciation of 
British Muslims and campaigning for issues that 
matters to us most. We speak for no one else but our 
affiliates and, by extension, the majority of British 
Muslims who expect the Muslim Council of Britain to 
stand up for the common good of all British people. A 
full list of statements and press releases are available 
within the media report but some key issues include 
condemning the invasion of mosques by Britain First, 
Boko Haram’s kidnapping of school girls and 
scaremongering about Halal, as well as urging 
Muslims to register to vote, raising our concern of a 
witch hunt against schools in Birmingham and 
promoting our intra-faith unity statement. 
 
We organised a major conference on the protection of 
children, addressing the challenge of sexual 
exploitation. I believe it was important that the 
Muslim Council of Britain took the initiative to 
organise the conference of community leadership and 
stakeholders on this major issue. The high profile 
cases of child grooming on the streets of UK shocked 
us all. It was particularly troubling that many of those 
convicted were of Muslim background. Sadly, this 
once again provided an opportunity for the media and 
our detractors to raise the issue of ethnicity and 
culture in seeking to provide an explanation. We 
wanted to set the records straight. It was not about 
apologising on behalf of the community but to clearly 
state that nothing in our faith or culture condones 
such despicable activities. We wanted to explore 
solutions and understand the community’s 
responsibilities. We have just published the full 
report, which is available for anyone interested. 
 
Our major annual events and flagship programmes 
such as the 11th Leadership Development 
Programme, our 5th Muslim Leadership Dinner, 

Institutional Capacity Building courses in London and 
Bradford, Eid Reception, Effective Negotiation Skills 
Course, Media Skills Training and Islam Awareness 
Month (joint) were all held successfully. This year we 
also had a special intra faith leadership Iftar event in 
Ramadan, kindly hosted by Unaiza Malik, and 
attended by over 100 guests. 
 
I have had the opportunity to participate and speak at 
a range of events. I have shared a platform with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, amongst other faith 
leaders at Citizen’s civil society leaders conference. In 
its aspiration to “reweave the fabric of civil society”, 
citizen organizing offers a strategy to address both the 
powerlessness of marginalised communities and the 
lack of a sense of shared values. Our blessed prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him) formed a similar 
alliance to protect the visiting traders from the 
exploitation of the powerful.  I believe our mosques 
and communities should engage actively to become 
more relevant in the real life issues of the broader 
neighbourhoods. We organised a stall at the Global 
Peace and Unity event at London Excel. It provided an 
opportunity to contact and receive feedback from 
many of the thousands of visitors. I also spoke at the 
event on MCB's vision for community unity and 
engagement. 
 
I was honoured to represent the Muslim faith at the 
Remembrance Sunday ceremony at Cenotaph. 
 
We have participated in many key international 
conferences including the Muslim World League event 
at Makkah on international cooperation for peace and 
the Eurasian Islamic Council conference at Brussels on 
building a shared Europe. Both events were attended 
by delegates from 30 plus countries.   
 
We lent support to many campaigns including the 
World Blood Donor Day and the Imam Hussain Blood 
Donation Campaign with the slogan, 'I'm A Muslim & I 
Give Blood'. It is a potentially life-saving partnership 
with the NHS and aims to raise awareness of the 
importance of blood donation by rallying Muslims to 
donate blood. We supported campaigns against EDL 
marches by United Against Fascism working with TUC 
and Unite, and supported voter registration. We have 
supported a campaign against FGM, and our project 
to provide easy vaccination facilities for Pilgrims, in 
partnership with Novartis, continued. We also joined 
a campaign to protect Pilgrims against fraudulent Hajj 
operators. 
 



 

 

The Muslim Council of Britain also joined our friends 
in the Church to uphold traditional notions of 
marriage, though, the law was passed and enacted. 
However, in our stance we also spoke out against 
homophobia and will continue to do so. Indeed, the 
Muslim Council of Britain came out very strongly 

against the so called Muslim Patrol. I believe our 
community must lead against all forms of prejudice 
and discrimination – be it homophobia, racism or anti-
Semitism. Bigotry has no place in a faith rooted in 
humanity, on values of “no compulsion in religion” 
and “for you is your religion and for me is mine”. 

 

4. Looking Ahead
Thus far, I have outlined the activities, initiatives and 
challenges facing the MCB. I trust our affiliates will 
endorse this work and offer their own views on what 
our priorities should be. However, as I complete my 
tenure, I would like to share what I see to be some 
key challenges which require patient and long term 
focus. 
 
Resource challenges: Our affiliates and supporters 
must realise that the MCB cannot deliver or even 
continue without the investment required to turn it 
into a well funded professional voluntary body.  
Voluntary effort can only do so much and cannot 
deliver on our crucial core role –  changing the toxic 
media narrative,  influencing policy, building the 
capacity of our institutions, empowering our young 
people and developing consensus and unity.  I hope 
some of you can volunteer today to undertake a 
concerted plan to secure the minimum resource. A 
stronger and more secure MCB will mean a 
representative body that is not only the leader in 
developing policy and contributing debates relevant 
for the Muslim community and our stakeholders, but 

also building the capacity and potential of our 
affiliates to themselves become stronger, more 
inclusive and contributory parts of our society. 
 
Proactive: Too often we feel the need to react to 
every issue and headline. Many issues are the 
consequence of our deep socio economic and cultural 
challenges, as reflected in the Census data. Without 
developing capacity and the profile of the community 
we will not be able to change the narrative.  We need 
to do more proactive work with our grass roots 
institutions – enabling them to unlock the potential, 
particularly of our young people and women.  
 
Participation: Enable our community at the grassroots 
to expand our involvement and participation in the 
mainstream.  Working for the common good, through 
politics or civil society action, interfaith or broad 
based community organising, charity or unions, is a 
duty and responsibility. This will widen the horizons, 
foster better understanding – and most critically, 
impact a paradigm shift.  
 

 

5. Conclusion
I began my tenure with some clear priorities which I 
shared in my acceptance speech. I took my term to be 
an opportunity to build on the good work of the past 
by expanding our base, to connect and engage with 
our grassroots and communities - old and new, to 
provide real voice to real people, to increase greater 
participation of women and young people, to build 
our capacity, to strengthen our alliance with civil 
society and to undertake a comprehensive review of 
our structure and processes. 
 
Despite some very difficult and unprecedented 
challenges, I continued to focus on these priorities 
and sincerely hope that along with my respected 
Office Bearers, we made a real difference. I am hoping 
that we will have more women and younger people 
elected to the National Council today. I have no doubt 

that the future leadership will be stronger and deliver 
more on these vital strategic goals. 
 
The credibility and legitimacy of the Muslim Council of 
Britain lies in the grassroots resonance of the causes it 
champions, the concerns it addresses and the 
orientation it provides. The MCB is not simply the 
largest and most representative umbrella Muslim 
organisation in this country.  It is an independent 
Muslim voice, working to build capacity, recognition, 
and dignity for Muslim communities and supporting 
Muslims advance in all walks of life as integral and 
valued elements of British society, working for the 
common good and a better future for all.  We are 
proud to be politically non-partisan.      
     



 

 

Britain has been a welcoming and peaceful place for 
emerging Muslim communities. Our presence should 
make it even better. We should commit to an exciting 
period of proactive representation and the building of 
our community in achieving peace and prosperity for 
our country. MCB’s roots in Islam’s social and spiritual 
tradition and its legacy of political and financial 
independence should continue to give it the strength 
needed to face newer challenges and avail all 
opportunities.  
 
Last but not least, I want to take this opportunity to 
thank each and every one who has contributed to the 

success of this AGM today and the overall work of 
MCB during my tenure as Secretary General – the 
Office Bearers, the Advisors, the Committee Chairs, 
the National Council members, the Staff and our 
volunteers. I want to thank all our affiliates and non-
affiliates with whom we have worked and our 
partners and allies in the wider society. 
 
I seek mercy from Allah (swt) and forgiveness from 
you for my shortcomings in carrying out this privileged 
task.   

 
 

 
 

Wasalaam, 
 

 
 
Farooq Murad 
Secretary General 
The Muslim Council of Britain 
 



 

 

Advocating Muslim Concerns - Speaking Up for the 
Diverse Interests of British Muslims 
The Muslim Council of Britain has continued to articulate the concerns of its affiliates and British Muslims, 
commenting on Muslim affairs to a wide range of media outlets. Press queries about British Muslims come into 
the Muslim Council of Britain almost every day, and the MCB issues several statements stating its views and the 
views of the British Muslim community. 
 
Here are some of our 2013 highlights: 
 

Woolwich Attacks 

On the evening of 22nd May 2013, the MCB spoke out 
in the strongest possible terms against the horrific 
murder of Drummer Lee Rigby in Woolwich. It was 
made clear that the barbaric act had no basis in Islam 
and was condemned unreservedly.  
 
The MCB called on all communities, Muslim and non-
Muslim, to come together in solidarity to ensure the 
forces of hatred do not prevail. 
 
As tensions rose as a result of the attack, the Muslim 
Council convened a press conference with a diverse 
range of faith leaders on 23rd May, the day after the 
attack, to speak out against it and call for calm. This 
included community leaders, Imams and inter faith 
bodies. A communication was also sent to affiliated 
networks and mosques to alert them to the threat of 
reprisals from the extreme right and convey united 

sympathy for the victim's family. The conference was 
streamed live on Sky News.  
 
Commenting on the verdict passed on the killers of 
Lee Rigby on 19th December 2013, Farooq Murad, 
Secretary General of the Muslim Council of Britain 
said “This was a dishonourable act and no cause 
justifies cold-blooded murder. The attackers of Lee 
Rigby should reflect on their actions and seek 
repentance from the Almighty. They claimed that 
their act was done for those suffering in wars in 
Muslim lands. But it is my contention that the vast 
majority of our affected brothers and sisters would 
have nothing to do with this phoney act done in their 
name." He conveyed sympathy and condolences to 
the family of Lee Rigby, and commended their dignity 
displayed ever since the tragic act took place. 

 
Speaking out against Anti Muslim Backlash – Post Woolwich 

 
On 5th June 2013, the MCB expressed its shock at the 
firebomb attack of a North London mosque in the 
early hours of Wednesday morning. Fire crews are 
said to have seen the words 'EDL' scrawled on the side 
of the building. Farooq Murad, Secretary General of 
the Muslim Council of Britain said "This is the latest in 
a series of attacks on Muslim institutions since the 
horrific murder of Drummer Lee Rigby. The British 
Muslim community came out in droves to condemn 
this murder, and it is despicable that Muslims should 
be held to account and suffer in this way." He called 
for a “proper response from our police authorities, 
starting with a national police response to this issue”. 
 
On 10th June, the MCB welcomed the decision by 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Bernard Hogan-
Howe to 'increase police presence around locations 
that might be at risk' across all London boroughs. The 
decision came after a suspicious fire at an Islamic 

institution, the Darul Uloom School in Chislehurst. 
Farooq Murad stated “There has been dozens of 
incidents of Islamophobic hate crimes, and it is 
important for us to have a national response to 
complement the excellent local police actions in 
certain parts of our country”.  
 
The MCB urged for calm on 12th July 2013, as police 
authorities conducted investigations after an 
explosion occurred near a Mosque in Tipton. This was 
the second incident within a short space of time, as a 
mosque in neighbouring Walsall was the subject of a 
makeshift bomb attack prior to that.  
 
The Muslim Council wrote to the Home Secretary on 
22nd July urging a serious national response to the 
spate of terrorist and arson attacks against mosques 
and Islamic institutions since May 2013. He said in his 
letter: "For many Muslim communities across this 



 

 

country, there is a palpable sense of fear. Many 
congregations who belong to our affiliates are 
understandably worried and feel that, while the local 
police are doing all they could to investigate these 
incidents, the national response has been far from 
satisfactory. We sincerely hope you can take this 
matter up as a matter of urgency and ensure peace 
and harmony is maintained between our 
communities." 
 

Both the Secretary General and Deputy Secretary 
General of the MCB visited the mosques at Walsall, 
Tipton and Wolverhampton.  
 
On 27th August 2013, the MCB condemned the attack 
on a Harlow mosque where Worshippers discovered a 
blaze, apparently ignited deliberately, in the early 
hours of Monday morning, 26th August. Farooq 
Murad re-iterated the urgent need for a national 
response.  
 

Standing United Against Terrorism 

 
On 22nd February 2013, after details emerged of the 
disturbing plans of three men in Birmingham to 
commit acts of terrorism, Farooq Murad, Secretary 
General of the Muslim Council of Britain (MCB) issued 
an unequivocal statement indicating the Muslim 
community had no tolerance of their mindset. He 
said, “The very thought of committing such a heinous 
crime of plotting to bomb and kill innocent citizens is 
not only wholly abhorrent but it has no justification in 
our faith. Such criminal behaviour should be dealt 
with by the rule of law”. The charity name, Muslim 
Aid, an affiliate of the MCB was used in 
a fraudulent manner, and the MCB highlighted that 
Muslim Aid had in fact submitted a serious incident 
report to the Charities Commission in 2011 about 
fraudulent activity by a volunteer.  
 
On 23rd September 2013 the MCB condemned the 
brutal violence experienced in Kenya, Pakistan and 
Iraq in which scores of people lost their lives. Farooq 
Murad, Secretary General of the Muslim Council of 
Britain said: "The utter carnage we have witnessed is 
sad and shocks us all. These are acts that have no 
basis in our faith, and no cause should condone the 
slaughter of innocents. These people who perpetuate 
these murders have no regard for the sanctity for 
human life. We must stand together within faith and 
from across faiths and not allow them to divide us”.  

 
 
On 25th October 2013, the MCB welcomed the 
sentencing of Pavlo Lapshyn who was sentenced to 
prison for murdering an elderly British Muslim man 
and attempted to bomb mosques. The MCB warned 
that Lapshyn’s terrorist activities should not be seen 
in isolation and highlighted how important it is ‘for all 
of us to challenge anti-Muslim hatred, just as we 
challenge those who wrongly use Islam to carry out 
acts of violence’. The statement also noted with 
concern that the police were reluctant to categorise it 
as an Islamophobic attack. 
 

 

 
Inter Faith  

 
On 19th June 2013, Farooq Murad, 
Secretary General of the Muslim 
Council of Britain addressed 
Britain’s faith, education and third 
sector leaders at a civil society 
summit hosted by Citizens UK 
titled ‘Planning Ahead for a 
Generation’. The Secretary General’s speech was 
aimed to help launch an ambitious strategy to 

influence the future of democracy and strengthen 
communities through Community Organising.  
 
The summit built on the Muslim Council of Britain’s 
work to foster interfaith relationships and support 
Muslim communities to work for the common good. A 
diverse range of faith communities were represented 
at the summit, including Anglican, Catholic, 
Methodist, Salvation Army, Baptist, Pentecostal and 
independent churches, as well as the Masorti, Reform 



 

 

and Liberal Judaism, schools, universities and 
charities. 
 
On 31st May 2013, the MCB urged Imams and 
mosques to open doors to the public and exercise the 
unique leadership skills at their disposal to call for 
calm and positive action following a spate of attacks 

on Mosques after the death of Lee Rigby. The MCB 
commended its affiliate, York Mosque, who greeted 
far-right protestors outside their mosque with tea and 
a game of football. The MCB called on the 
government for a proper intra-community 
conversation to explore the issue of extremism. 

 
British, Muslim and Detained - Seeking Justice for British Citizens  

 
Dr Abbas Khan 
 
On 18th December 2013, the MCB expressed its 
sympathy to the family of Dr Abbas Khan, who was 
imprisoned and reportedly tortured by the Syrian 
regime and was found dead in Syria. Farooq Murad, 
Secretary General of the MCB said in his statement, 
"We join the family of Dr Abbas Khan in their grief and 
we echo the serious questions put by the family to our 
Foreign Commonwealth Office. What efforts were put 
into securing the release of Dr Khan? And what will be 
done to ensure that other humanitarian workers 
currently in Syria are properly given the necessary 
support by our government?" 

Shaker Aamer 
 
The Muslim Council of Britain joined over 100,000 
people in calling for an end to Shaker Aamer’s ongoing 
injustice. Shaker Aamer, a British resident, had been 
held in Guantanamo Bay for over 10 years, despite not 
having stood trial for any crimes and having been 
cleared for release by the US authorities. On 15th 
April 2013, the MCB called on the UK government to 
redouble its efforts to bring Shaker Aamer home and 
also joined the call of 25 international human rights 
NGOs who signed an open letter calling on Obama to 
close the prison. 
 

 
Farooq Murad Speaking at an event Seeking British Justice for 
British Citizens 

 
Babar Ahmed and Talha Ahsan 
 
Marking the anniversary of the extradition of two 
young British Muslims, Babar Ahmad and Talha Ahsan, 
on 4th October 2013, Secretary General Farooq 
Murad noted, “Many hundreds of thousands in Britain 
signed the petition against their extradition and called 
for a trial before a British judge but it was to no avail. 
We now call on our Government to press the US 
Attorney General to grant the two men bail while 
awaiting trial and preparing their defence.”  
 
They were never brought to trial in a British court, 
even after a detention period of eight and six years 
respectively, and are in a US ‘supermax’ prison regime 
where it is standard practice to keep inmates locked 
up in solitary confinement for 23 hours of the day. 
 

Intra Faith Unity 

 
On 29th June 2013, a historic intra faith unity 
statement was signed by leaders and representatives 
of a number of organisations from a cross section of 
Britain's Muslim community. British Muslims from a 
diverse range of faith traditions came together to 
affirm their commitment to Muslim unity and 
pluralism. The initiative brought together leaders from  

 
a range of Islamic schools of thought, and from both 
the Shia and Sunni branches of Islam. 
 
At a time of deepening sectarian tension in the Middle 
East and the Muslim world, the document was drawn 
up to warn and ward off any threat to cross-sectarian 
unity in the United Kingdom.  
 



 

 

Introducing the statement, Farooq Murad, Secretary 
General of the Muslim Council of Britain said:  "This 
document is a signal to the British Muslim community 
and to the world that we will work hard to avoid 
hatred and division. Everything else we seek to 
achieve as a community must stem from this most 
basic respect for our fellow Muslims." 
 
The initiative was welcomed by Yousif Al-Khoei, 
Director of the Al-Khoei Foundation and partner 
signatory who noted, "This is an important and 
historic step for our communities in the UK. We may 
have different viewpoints and backgrounds, but it is 
important that Muslims come together in agreement 
while managing their differences peacefully, rather 
than resorting to hate speeches and conflict." 
 
On 13th January 2013, the MCB condemned the 
ongoing sectarian violence afflicting some countries in 
the Muslim world. Some 120 Muslims, largely 
belonging to the Shia tradition, were killed in 
bombings in the Pakistani city of Quetta. Speaking out 
against these murders, Farooq Murad, Secretary 
General of the Muslim Council said: "We condemn, in 
the strongest possible terms, this horrific sectarian 
violence, where Muslims are pitted against Muslim. 
We are sadly witnessing this ongoing erosion of 
Islamic values of the dignity of human life and Muslim 

unity: it is now manifesting itself in countries such as 
Syria, Iraq, Bahrain, Indonesia and Pakistan”. 
 
He continued, “In the United Kingdom, our Muslim 
community is blessed in reflecting the rich diversity of 
the Muslim world. Regardless of school of thought or 
tradition, British Muslims have come together for the 
common good. At this time of deep tragedy abroad, 
let us increase our efforts to promote dialogue and 
co-operation amongst all communities.” With so 
many British Muslims with ties to Pakistan, the MCB 
called on Pakistan’s leaders to come together and put 
an end to the cycle of violence gripping that nation. 
 
On 12th May 2013, the MCB released a statement to 
strongly affirm the unity of Muslims after small but 
isolated incidents of hateful sectarian messages were 
imparted on the streets of Britain. Anjem Choudary 
and his followers were strongly condemned after they 
took to the streets of London to spew their hate-filled 
message and attack people they thought to be from 
the Shia tradition. The MCB spoke out against anyone 
fostering division in our community, from whichever 
quarter it comes from, and urged the media to be 
vigilant and refrain from stoking up tensions where 
they do not exist. The statement also called out to 
scholars, leaders and institutions from all traditions to 
stand firm and be vigilant, speak out against 
sectarianism and ensure the forces of unity prevail.

 
Seeking Justice Around the World 

 
Bangladesh 
 
On 13th December 2013, the MCB condemned the 
execution of a Bangladesh opposition leader, Abdul 
Quader Molla, on 11th December. Farooq Murad, 
Secretary General of the MCB said: “It is a sad day for 
Bangladesh and sad day for democracy and justice. 
The trial process of Abdul Quader Molla was fraught 
with flaws and the international community including 
the UN and all respected Human Rights organisations 
world over strongly criticised the trial as unfair, biased 
and politically driven. Abdul Quader Mollah was tried 
for crimes committed during Bangladesh’s war of 
independence in 1971. We agree that those guilty of 
such crimes should be brought to book. However, Mr 
Mollah vehemently contested the charges put to him, 
and he was not allowed to properly defend himself in 
an open and transparent judicial process, supervised 
by international jurists.”  
 
The MCB called on the British government to urgently 
review its relationships with the Bangladeshi 
authorities, including a review of aid delivered to  

 
Bangladesh, and of Bangladesh’s position within the 
Commonwealth. 
 
On 7th May 2013, after reports of mass shootings of 
religious protesters in Dhaka, the Bangladeshi capital, 
in the early hours of Monday morning, the MCB called 
on the Foreign & Commonwealth Office to investigate 
the matter as a priority and demand an explanation 
from the Bangladeshi government. The statement also 
questioned why the BBC, funded by UK licence payers, 
had not covered the issue with fairness. 
 
Egypt 
 
On 15th August 2013, the Muslim Council of Britain 
urged our government to condemn the Egyptian coup 
leaders for the brutal massacre of civilians that took 
place on 14 August. The MCB noted in its statement, 
‘Many British Muslim Egyptians will have family who 
are affected by this violence, and it is crucial for our 
government to step up the pressure on those who 
deposed Egypt's first democratically elected leader. 
We need a forceful response from our government, 



 

 

just as it would respond to any regime that has seized 
power and killed and imprisoned the people they have 
deposed’. The MCB also condemned reported attacks 
on Coptic Christians and other minorities in Egypt.  
 

 
 
Syria 
 
On 29th August 2013, the Muslim Council articulated 
concern for the plight of the Syrian people, 
particularly noting the disturbing report of a chemical 
attack on civilians near Damascus allegedly committed 
by the Bashar regime. The MCB condemned the 

horrors perpetrated by the Assad regime, and also 
made clear that it did not condone acts of 
indiscriminate violence committed by sections of the 
Syrian opposition. 
 
The MCB stated in its press release, ‘we do not think 
military action will make it any better for the 
oppressed people of Syria. The Assad regime must go, 
but it seems this can only happen around a 
negotiation table and with a guarantee of preserving 
Syria’s rich diversity. We are concerned that regime 
change facilitated by Western military forces will lead 
to the kind of chaos we witnessed in Iraq in the days 
after invasion. If there are any lessons to be learned 
from history, it is that the West has a very poor record 
of intervention in the Middle East”. 
 
The Muslim Council of Britain commended the efforts 
by many within the Muslim community and amongst 
its affiliates who worked tirelessly to raise funds and 
to stand by the people suffering in Syria.  

 

Government Taskforce Proposals 

 
On 26th May 2013, The Muslim Council responded to 
the Government’s announcement of a Task Force on 
Extremism. The Secretary General, in his statement, 
said: “We acknowledge that there is a difficult 
conversation to be had about extremism and the role 
of our mosques and religious institutions. We have 
been here before. But a muddled discussion about 
what constitutes extremism over, say, social 
conservatism, or disagreement of foreign policy, will 
not assist us in our end goal: the prevention of future 
attacks”. He highlighted how any Task Force must 
examine extremism from all quarters.  
 
He continued, “Questions will no doubt be asked 
about how the individuals involved in the Woolwich 
murder arrived at their most destructive point and 
why, worries will be expressed about how they 
slipped through the net of the security services while 
within their radar.  
 
While tackling extremism requires the participation of 
all of us, at the end of the day, it is the job of the 
police authorities to protect us, as the public has no 
power of enforcement. We need evidence-based 
strategies to ensure such violence does not return to 
the streets of the United Kingdom." 
 

On 5th December 2013, the MCB expressed the 
concern felt in many British Muslim communities 
following the Government’s proposals for countering 
extremism in the wake of the tragic murder of 
Drummer Lee Rigby in May. In introducing the 
proposals, the Prime Minister was reported to have 
said: "there are just too many people who have been 
radicalised in Islamic centres, who have been in 
contact with extremist preachers, who have accessed 
radicalising information on the internet and haven't 
been sufficiently challenged".  
 
Farooq Murad, Secretrary General of the MCB, in his 
response, said, “We agree that those who call for the 
murder of innocent civilians, as we saw in Woolwich 
earlier this year, and in other atrocities around the 
world, are indeed presenting a distorted 
interpretation of Islam. We are concerned, however, 
as to who will be the judge of what a 'distorted 
interpretation of Islam' really is.  At what point does 
opposition to a war based on one's faith or values 
become an act or ideology of extremism? There are 
still muddled notions of what extremism really is. 
While exceptional events linked to Islam and Muslims 
as problems draw enormous attention and forcible 
and concerted action, little is done and even less 
willed to be done to combat Islamophobia, of word or 
deed, to tackle social exclusion, or to actively promote 



 

 

civic inclusion. Moreover, the idea of the state or 
police arbitrating theological 'distortion' is especially 
worrying.  We are a diverse Muslim community, it 

would be inadvisable for the government to promote 
state-sponsored sectarianism”. 

 
Halal 

 
On 2nd February 
2013, the MCB 
welcomed the 
suspension by the 
Ministry of Justice of 
a supplier after it 
discovered that halal 
pies and pasties 
sourced from a 
properly halal-
certificated supplier 

may have contained traces of porcine DNA (pork). Dr. 
Shuja Shafi, Deputy Secretary General of the Muslim 
Council of Britain said: "This discovery underscores 
the dire need in this country to establish agreed 
standards, processes and regulations amongst our 
halal meat suppliers”. 
 
After comments reportedly made by the President of 
the Halal Food Authority (HFA) in what appeared to be 
an attempt to play down the issue surrounding the 
discovery of traces of non-halal meat in Halal-certified 
products, the MCB, on 5th February 2013, called upon 
halal certification bodies to join hands in reviewing 
urgently the whole Halal-Certification process. It 
stressed the importance of working together to come 
up with credible and robust mechanisms to improve 
standards.  
 
On 15th March 2013, after further revelations of non-
halal meat found in certified halal food at a school in 
Westminster, the MCB voiced concern about the lack 
of authenticity and accuracy of food labelling. Dr 
Shuja Shafi, Deputy Secretary General of the MCB 
said: "This latest episode highlights the need for the 
halal food industry, regulators and government to 
restore trust. While it is commendable that the Food 
Standards Agency has been swift in acting on the 
horse meat issue, it has been lamentably slow in 
acting on halal meat regulation." 

After the initial finding of pork DNA found in halal 
meat, Dr Shuja had written to the Food Standards 
Agency (FSA) seeking clarification on what action has 
been taken, what proposals for monitoring were in 
place and what assurances were given by food 
business operators and certifying agencies to ensure 
incidents like these would not happen again.  
 
The news about the finding of pork DNA and other 
animal species in halal certified chicken and beef 
came at a time when the Department of Communities 
and Local Government (DCLG) in conjunction with 
DEFRA and the FSA held a meeting with halal 
certifying agencies. Dr Shuja Shafi spoke out against 
the lack of transparency coming out of these 
meetings. He said, "There has been no effort to 
inform the public about the outcome of such 
meetings.  At a time of acute consumer anxiety, we 
would expect the government to be as robust in 
engaging with the public as it did during the 
horsemeat scandal.”  
 
On 22nd November 2013, speaking out against a 
campaign by the RSPCA to have all meat slaughtered 
via the non-stunned method to be punitively labelled, 
Dr Shuja Shafi said: "We fully support the labelling of 
Halal food, and consumers should know how the meat 
was slaughtered. But it is discriminatory to only 
label un-stunned meat for consumers to make a 
choice on animal welfare grounds”. He stressed that 
consumers also have a right to know if their meat was 
slaughtered by one of many different stunning 
methods prior to slaughter, "there are different 
methods of stunning and each has its own welfare 
implications.  If the purpose of the labelling is to truly 
help consumers make informed choice, all meat 
should be labelled with how the animal was killed - 
not just un-stunned" he said.  The Muslim Council, 
alongside Shechita UK, opposed the RSPCA's 
proposals.

British Muslim Women - Beyond the Veil 

 
On 16th September 2013, the MCB expressed its 
concern at the direction of the national conversation 
that took place on the niqab, the veil that covers the 
entire face. Following a move by Birmingham’s 
Metropolitan College to reverse a ban on the attire 

and the decision by a judge to require a defendant to 
remove her niqab, led to a government minister 
calling for a national debate on the issue. 
Mrs. Talat Ahmed, chair of the Muslim Council of 
Britain’s Social and Family Affairs Committee said: 



 

 

“The recent events will once again generate 
controversy when in fact what we really need is 
sensible, non-hysterical conversation. We have been 
debating this for over ten years now -- if not more. 
And every time we discuss the niqab, it usually comes 
with a diet of bigoted commentary about our faith 
and the place of Islam in Britain.”  
 
“There are few people who wear the niqab, and they 
should be allowed to wear this veil if they freely 
decide to do so. All Islamic junctions make provision 
for necessity and exceptional circumstances” 

As the niqab debate travelled its way into hospitals, Dr 
Shuja Shafi, Deputy Secretary General of the MCB 
said, “That this has become an issue is a surprise to all 
of us. Having worked closely with hospitals and 
hospital chaplains, we have never been made aware 
of any concerns or complaints raised about doctors, 
nurses or healthcare professionals wearing the niqab. 
That is primarily because there are few, if any, who do 
adopt the face veil in hospitals. It is our understanding 
that Muslim women who do wear the veil are 
prepared to be pragmatic and take off the veil when 

required”. He added, "We are puzzled why the face 
veil is being made more of an issue than it really is. 
Surely there are greater concerns we should worry 
about, such as the quality and provision of care we 
give to all our patients." 
 
Celebrating International Women’s Day 
 
On 6th March 2013, the Muslim Council urged 
mosques and associations to mark International 
Women's Day on 8th March. Mrs Talat Ahmed, Chair 
of the Social and Family Affairs Committee of the MCB 
said: “Muslims are proud of their women and their 
achievements in the public and private sphere and the 
Muslim Council takes a moment today to 
acknowledge their contributions in all walks of life, 
and holds high hopes to work with society at large to 
eradicate discrimination, violence and prejudice." The 
MCB commended its affiliates who are taking steps to 
tackle the challenges and celebrate the role of women 
in our public, private and religious life. 

 

History Curriculum 

 
In recognition of the importance of history education 
for the identities and national participation of Muslim 
children, the Research and Documentation Committee 
of the Muslim Council of Britain has been a patron of 
Curriculum for Cohesion (CfC) from its beginning. On 
12th April 2013, the MCB fully supported the 
proposals that CfC put to the Department for 
Education (DfE) in its document “A Broader, Truer 
History for All”, which showed how Muslim 
contribution might be incorporated into the National 
Curriculum for History in a natural way that would 
improve the historical knowledge gained by all 
children in English schools. 
 
The MCB voiced its deep disappointment when the 
DfE published a draft specification for a revised 
History curriculum on 7th February 2013 that 
excluded all reference to Muslims and Islam from the 
history curriculum proposed for English schools. The 

MCB said in its statement that “while no curriculum 
can teach every fact in the history of Britain or the 
world, the selection of what needs to be taught must 
be made objectively and fairly, to ensure the teaching 
of a true picture of the past that prepares our children 
for life in 21st century Britain”.  

 
The MCB called upon the DfE to amend its draft to 
include; the contribution of Indian Muslim, Hindu and 
Sikh soldiers to the military effort in both world wars, 
particularly on the Western front in World War one, 
the preservation and enhancement of ancient Greek 
and Roman learning by classical Muslim civilisation, 
which percolated into Europe via Spain and Italy, 
leading to the European Renaissance and Britain’s 
long history of trade, diplomatic and other relations 
with Muslim majority regions, and some reference to 
the long-standing presence of Islam within Britain.



 

 

Project Reports 
 
The MCB holds various projects throughout the year that facilitate opportunities for the Muslim community, 
creates awareness for the betterment of the community as well as support and advice. 
 
Below are some of our highlights from 2013:  
 

Conference on Tackling Grooming and Safeguarding Children 

 
 
On Thursday 20th June, the Muslim Council of Britain 
held a major grassroots conference entitled 
"Protecting All Our Children: Tackling Grooming, 
Safeguarding Children in all Communities”. The 
conference, held in London at the Regent Hall, was 
organised to raise awareness of the issue of gang-led 
grooming crimes and the vulnerability of child victims. 
The objective was to create a dialogue on the work 
being done and what work professionals, volunteers 
and members of all communities can do going 
forward.   

The conference benefited from the insight and 
testimony of the parents of victims and of frontline 
workers, it also heard from statutory agencies and 
grassroots activists. Leading policymakers took part 
including Nasima Patel, Executive Director of the 
NSPCC; Keith Vaz MP, Chair of the Home Affairs Select 
Committee; and Martin Hewitt, Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner at the Metropolitan Police. 
 
The purpose of the MCB conference was to bring the  
debate into an open forum with representatives from 
across the social spectrum.  The MCB facilitated a 
platform where the underlying causes and issues 
could be discussed, to challenge and educate 
everyone about what the facts actually are on child 
sexual grooming and how our responsibility is first and 
foremost to recognise those victims of abuse and to 
seek help for them. 
 
The conference focussed on three key themes;  

 

 Social Services and Child Protection 

 Race, Religion and the Media 

 The Police Response 

The unanimous conclusion at the conference was that 
it was not a 'Muslim' problem - though it is key that 
the Muslim community wakes up to the issue, but an 
issue that, tragically, permeates across our society. 

     

The keynote speaker, Keith Vaz MP, Chair of the 
Home Affairs Select Committee, speaking at the 
event, said that the MCB had made the right decision 
to hold a conference on the issue and that the 
grooming of children is, "a vile crime, perpetrated by a 
small number of individuals and abhorred by every 
ethnic community...There is no link between ethnicity 
and child sexual exploitation” and, “It is absolutely 
clear that no religion in any way endorses what we 
saw. Anyone who says it does is absolutely wrong”.   
 
There is no one best solution that fits all.  But 
reflecting on the success of the conference, what was 
hugely positive was the shared desire and 
commitment to work together. 

The MCB will be publishing a post-conference 
publication in June 2014. The publication will 
incorporate transcript from guest speakers’ 
presentations, followed by questions and answers 
from the audience. The outcome of the discussions do 
not provide all the answers, but reveals several 
complex factors and reasons for why sexual grooming 



 

 

crimes take place ; who the potential victim of abuse 
is; and multiple reasons of who that perpetrator is and 
why.   

 

Training and Development 
 
Leadership Development Programme (LDP) 
 
On 27th October 2013, alumni from different 
programmes were brought together for a special 
master class led by world renowned trainer Susan 
Nash. This one day programme examined type, 
temperament and leadership; providing participants 
with greater insight into innate leadership, personality 
based strengths and stressors, as well as, how to 
increase personal resilience for themselves and the 
teams they work with. 
 
This master class coincided with the final day of the 
11th Leadership Development Programme (a 5 day 
programme with a diverse group of community 
leaders, spread over 2 weekends in the 
Buckinghamshire countryside), as well as the 10th 
Anniversary Alumni Dinner. This dinner was a 
celebration of the achievements of the programme; 
recognising the journey that had been taken to 
develop and support leaders across the Muslim 
community, as well as thanking the numerous people 
who had dedicated time and energy to ensure the LDP 
vision was realised.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The alumni of the LDP group this year have also 
successfully facilitated the development of a North 
West based regular gathering. Bringing together 
historic graduates, they have held another Midlands-
based reunion and master class for themselves, 
alongside supporting the development of two 
graduates of a previous programme to enhance their 
facilitation skills in MBTI temperaments.  

This year’s facilitators programme in mid March 2014 
saw over 20 participants come together to develop 
their understanding of how their personality impacts 

on the way they interact with and facilitate others. By 
examining the differences between teaching, training 
and facilitating, and learning key tools and methods, a 
strong team of community facilitators was developed. 

2014 looks to be an equally exciting year, with the 
Leadership Development Programme being sponsored 
by READ Foundation and the Council of European 
Jamaats. This will allow 2014’s participants to enrol at 
a vastly subsidised rate, thus encouraging more 
applicants to select from.   

Effective and Advanced Negotiation Skills Course 
2013 
 
The MCB successfully organised its fifth ‘Effective and 
Advanced Negotiation Skills’ workshop in June 2013 at 
Latimer House in Chesham, Buckinghamshire.  
 
Through these events, over 200 participants have now 
developed their negotiating skills, increasing their 
effectiveness both at work and when they contribute 
to the community.  
 
Participants at the workshop included; doctors, 
lawyers, finance professionals, academics, students, 
entrepreneurs and community workers. 
 
Participants had the opportunity to hear from the 
world renowned expert, Shahzad Bhatti, an 
internationally recognised expert, on negotiation 
techniques.  
 
 
 
 

"Better understanding of self 
made me realise I needed to 
get involved with people and 
share the good things I have 

come across … as a long term 
vision, I want the Muslim 

community to be a role model 
rather than being looked down 
upon…I want to be part of the 

solution." 
"This course had a 
perfect balance of 

instructor led training 
and peer-to-peer 

interaction ...by the end 
everyone was buzzing 
with how much we'd 

learnt." 



 

 

Institutional Capacity Building Initiative (ICBI) 
 

 
 
The Institutional Capacity Building Initiative (ICBI) was 
set up in 2013 by the MCB to serve its affiliates by 
providing inexpensive access to expertise to build 
capability & effectiveness in Muslim community 
Institutions. 
 
The ICBI brought together a number of delivery 
partner organisations and their experts who agreed to 
offer training without charge through the MCB. The 
inaugural training session was on ‘Mosque 
Management & Strategic Visioning’ and was run by 
Junaid Ahmed of Murabbi Consulting and Siraj Salekin 
of the East London Mosque trust. This was held on 29 

September 2013 at the Khidmat Centre in Bradford. It 
was a huge success with some 25 representatives 
from mosques and affiliate organisations from across 
the North of England in attendance.  
 
The ICBI then went on to hold a session on ‘Charity 
Law, Governance & Risk Management’ on 14th 
December 2013 at the London Muslim Centre, which 
was delivered by  Khaled Sofi (Johns and Saggar LLP) 
and Arif Zaman (management consultant). This was 
very well received and generated a lot of discussion 
about how Muslim institutions can strengthen their 
organisations and protect themselves from legal risk.  
 
The ICBI plans to hold further sessions in the North 
and again in London in the latter part of 2014 and 
early 2015. This is expected to cover a range of areas 
including ‘Effective Finance Management’, ‘Time 
Management’, ‘Media and Communications’, and ‘HR 
and Employment Law’. 
 
MCB affiliates are encouraged to look out for these 
training events and secure places soon before they 
run out. For more information please write to 
events@mcb.org.uk 
 
 

 
 

Spiritual Care, Health and Fasting 
 
Muslim Spiritual Care 
 
With the advent of the Clinical Commissioning Groups 
in 2013, the Muslim Care Spiritual Care provision 
project moved from the DH to NHS ENGLAND. It now 
comes under the Health Inequalities and Diversity 
division and is managed by the Multi Faith Group for 
Healthcare Chaplaincy that is representative of all 
faiths groups. For the past ten years, the MSCP has 
organised training courses for Muslim Chaplains 
aspiring to work in the NHS. This encompassed six-day 
residential courses, with certificates awarded upon 
successful completion. The MSCP is now developing 
Community Spiritual Care, which will look at overall 
requirements within chaplaincy.  
 
Health  
 
In recent years the MCB have received requests from 
public health and community setting providers to 
allow promotion of health and well being through 
mosques/places of worship, these requests are for a 

given condition or service.  In the last year alone 
requests were received to cover: Hepatitis B, Hepatitis 
C, Diabetes, Quit smoking, Tuberculosis awareness 
and due stigmatisation, enteric fever, FGM and organ 
donation. 
 
Projects 
 

 Screening for diabetes through mosque visits 
is planned in association with another 
Diabetes Charity, Silver Star - a Diabetes 
Charity established in association with South 
Asian Health Foundation.  

 

 Smoking and health harm: in collaboration 
with colleagues at the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, a 
presentation has been developed to describe 
the range of conditions related to cigarette 
and Shisha smoking and tobacco chewing.  
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 Poliomyelitis Eradication:  This looked at the 
role of Pakistani and Nigerian Diaspora to 
encourage uptake of polio vaccine. A 
conference of religious scholars from the UK, 
Pakistan and Nigeria is proposed to improve 
understanding of the issues. 

 
Literature 
 
Diabetes and Ramadan Guidelines 
 
Diabetes and Ramadan resources were produced in 
collaboration with Diabetes UK, for people with 
diabetes who may wish to fast during Ramadan. 
 
Ramadan Health Fact Sheet 2013 
 
The MCB’s annual Ramadan Health Fact Sheet, a 
document with some useful information about health 
and fasting, was again circulated to hospitals and 
chaplaincy units before the start of Ramadan. It is 
designed to help front line healthcare staff to 
effectively deal with issues they may face in providing 

care to patients in the wards as well as staff and other 
service users. 
 
Guidelines on Serving Food in the Holy Month of 
Ramadan 
 
Prior to the start of Ramadan, in July 2013, the MCB 
circulated guidelines on Serving Food in the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. As Mosques and Islamic centres 
up and down the country handle and serve food 
during Iftar and in some cases Suhur, the Muslim 
Council (MCB) considered it important to highlight the 
basics of food safety and advise mosques and 
community centres to take adequate care to follow 
the best practices in handling food in order to avoid 
all health and legal risks.  
 
Hajj 
 
A poster in conjunction with the NHS entitled ‘Coughs 
and Sneezes Spread Diseases’ was published with the 
aim of raising awareness about the importance of 
hygiene. These posters were displayed during the Hajj 
pilgrimage in 2013.   

 
 

The Muslim Council of Britain at the World Islamic Economic Forum 
 
The Muslim Pound 

 
 

The week began with the launch and press conference 

of the ‘Muslim Pound’, a document highlighting how 

British Muslims add enduring value to the UK’s 

prosperity. The press conference heard from MCB 

leaders as well as entrepreneurs and professionals 

who spoke about their own experiences. 

 

Sessions and Meetings held by MCB at the WIEF 
 

‘What is required to facilitate the continued growth of 

the Islamic Finance industry?’ 

 

This session organised jointly by the newly formed 

ASSIF (Association of Shariah Scholars in Islamic 

Finance) and the MCB, identified and addressed the 

common issues facing the industry. Extensive 

contributions were received from the panelists - Mufti 

Barkatulla, Shaykh Haytham Tamim and  

Sheikh Bilal Khan, moderated by Navshir Jaffer 

(Assistant Secretary General of the MCB). The event 

facilitated access to the Shariah scholars during the 

Forum and also showcased the UK’s Islamic finance 

and Shariah legal capabilities and promoted the UK’s 

role as a hub and promoter of Islamic finance. 

 

‘Accessing Halal Pharmaceuticals: Halal Vaccines’ 

 

This session was addressed by Founding Patron and 

former Prime Minster of Malaysia, HE Tun Abdullah 

Badawi, and was followed by a Round Table 

Discussion, which addressed components in 

vaccinations and raised concerns from a Muslim’s 

perspective. There were contributions from panellists 

Dr Richard England from Glaxo Smith Kline, Joanne 

Yarwood from ‘Immunisation’, Mufti Sarfraz 



 

 

Mohammed – Shariah advisor and halal food 

consultant and Dr Shuja Shafi, Deputy Secretary 

General of the MCB. 

 

Bi-lateral Meeting 

 

MCB facilitated the inaugural bi-lateral meeting of 

businessmen from Bangladesh and Britain. After a 

healthy exchange of discussions the group resolved 

that key individuals would be identified and 

approached from Britain and Bangladesh to form the 

steering team co-chaired by Sir Iqbal Sacranie and 

Salahuddin Kasem Khan to facilitate and encourage bi-

lateral trade between the two countries.  

 

 
 
Delegates to the World Islamic Economic Forum 
 
The Muslim Council of Britain annually organises a 

delegation to attend the Forum. This year was no 

different. Members came from a cross section of 

business and finance sections. 

 

Muslim Council of Britain initiatives coming out of 
the World Islamic Economic Forum 
 

Memorandum of Understanding for Hajj Tour 

Operators 

 

A historic signing took place at the MCB’s Eid 

Reception where a Memorandum of Understanding 

was initiated to encourage Hajj tour operators to be 

rated on the basis of their operations and customer 

service. It was signed by Fazal Bahardeen, CEO of 

Crescentrating from the Republic of Singapore and by 

Dr Shuja Shafi, Deputy Secretary General of the MCB. 

“This is an important step in upholding the good work 

done by the vast majority of hajj tour providers whose 

work is undermined by dubious operators deceiving 

hopeful pilgrims” said the Deputy Secretary General. 

 

 
 

Association of Shariah Scholars in Islamic Finance 

(ASSIF)  

 

The Muslim Council of Britain also helped launch at 

the World Islamic Economic Forum the Association of 

Shariah Scholars in Islamic Finance (ASSIF). The 

Association was established as a response to a 

globally recognized need for a self-regulating 

professional body for Shariah scholars in the Islamic 

finance industry. The Association will share knowledge 

and expertise with counterpart national and 

international regulatory bodies for other professions 

such as accountants, lawyers and finance 

professionals.  

 

Legacy 
 

For the Muslim Council of Britain, the World Islamic 

Economic Forum coming to London was a hugely 

positive step in demonstrating how the Muslim world 

and British Muslims bring added and enduring value 

to Britain. In the coming months and years, the 

Muslim Council of Britain will work to ensure we build 

on this legacy. Highlighting the role of Islamic finance 

and encouraging entrepreneurship in the Muslim 

community to help add further prosperity for the UK. 

 

 

 



 

 

MCB’s Eid Reception 2013 
 

 
 

On 31st October 2013, the Muslim Council of Britain 

organised its annual reception at the House of Lords 

to celebrate Eid and Hajj, and to mark the conclusion 

of the 9th World Islamic Economic Forum (WIEF) in 

London.  

 

Held at the House of Lords and hosted by both the 

Lord Sheikh of Cornhill and the Lord Leitch of Oakley, 

the reception also bade farewell to delegates for the 

World Islamic Economic Forum after 3 days of 

programmes which included workshops, roundtables 

and of building international networks at London’s 

Excel Centre. 

  

The packed event at the House of Lords was attended 

by Parliamentarians, members of the diplomatic 

corps, members of the International Advisory panel of 

WIEF, and senior businessmen and professionals and 

community leaders. 

  

Speaking about the WIEF, in his opening speech, Lord 

Sheikh of Cornhill commended the Muslim Council of 

Britain for “its close involvement in the establishment 

of the Forum since its inception” and appreciated the 

publication of MCB’s report, ‘The Muslim Pound’, 

which highlighted the added value British Muslims 

gave to the UK economy. 

 

 Co-host Lord Leitch of Oakley also commended the 

World Islamic Economic Forum and promise the 

conference gave for building bridges across cultures. 

Lord Leitch also praised the introduction of Islamic 

bonds, announced by the Prime Minister at the 

Forum.  

  

Farooq Murad, Secretary General of the MCB, spoke 

about the importance of addressing poverty in third 

world countries and acknowledged the importance of 

Sukuk and about the need of “creating a just world 

where every person has a right to wealth and 

livelihood, we must take this message from the WIEF”. 

He spoke about the importance of building a just, 

peaceful and cohesive society, which is at the heart of 

the vision of the Muslim Council of Britain. 

  

Speaking about MCB’s role in bringing WIEF to 

London, Sir Iqbal Sacranie, former Secretary General 

of the MCB and founding member of the International 

Advisory Panel of the World Islamic Economic Forum, 

said, “Every year young Muslim professionals and 

businessmen have attended (WIEF) and have really 

made a mark in being ambassadors for Britain through 

their active participation at every Forum either as 

speakers or panellists”.  

 

 

 

 
 

Census Project

The MCB’s ReDoc project commenced in August 2013 
with the recruitment of Dr Sundas Ali as a policy 
intern.  The Census is an important source of statistics 
for use by Muslim civil society in planning future 
needs, in advocacy work for public policy 
interventions, and political mobilisation.  

 
The preliminary findings of the project were published 
in The Muslim News in September 2013. The census 
indicates that Muslims form 4.8% of the population of 
England and Wales (there are 77,000 Muslims in 
Scotland).  This is an increase from 1.55 million in 2001 
to 2.71 million in 2011 due to various factors such as 
the younger age profile, new settlements, amongst 

http://www.mcb.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2404:pr-template&catid=40:press-release


 

 

others.  Over a third of the Muslim population 
(33.1%) were aged 15 years or under in 2011 
(compared to 19% of the population as a whole).  

 

 

 

 

 

 
However, there will be a significant increase in senior 
citizens within 20 years. Some of the analysis 
undertaken by Dr Sundas indicates that: 

 47% of the Muslim population live in the 10% 
most deprived local authority districts in 
England and Wales.  

 There are 26 parliamentary constituencies 
where the Muslim population is over 20%. 
There are 33 marginal constituencies where 
the Muslim population is 10 percent or more.  

 The percentage of Muslims with at least some 
qualification is 14% (1-4 GCSE’s) and with 
university qualification (Degree) is 24%. In 
2001, these figures were 12% and 21% 
respecively. The percentage of Muslims with 
no qualifications has decreased since 2001. In 
2001, this figure was 39% and in 2011, this 
figure was 26%, i.e. a decrease by 13%.     

The ReDoc project has benefited from the advice 
received from Professors Tariq Modood, Humayun 
Ansari, and Muhammad Anwar in the analysis and 
presentation of findings.  The work has been 
supported by a team of volunteers with a modest 
fund established for this work, thanks to individual 
and institutional donations.   

The Muslim Council has also been actively involved in 
campaigning with other faith groups to challenge a 
government proposal to abandon the national census 
in 2021 and replace it with small sample surveys. The 
MCB has made several presentations on the 
significance of the census data to mosques and 
community audiences, which is work that should 
continue in the coming year. ReDoc aims to publish its 
report by September 2014, with sections also 
uploaded on the MCB website. 



 

 



 

 

Appendix A 
Office Bearers, Advisors, National Council and Mandatory Committees- 2013 
 
Office Bearers 

 

Mr Farooq Murad Secretary General  
Dr Shuja Shafi Deputy Secretary General  
Mr Harun Rashid Khan Treasurer 
Dr Omer Hasem El-Hamdoon Assistant Secretary General  
Mr Navshir Jaffer Assistant Secretary General 
Sheikh Ibrahim Mogra Assistant Secretary General 
Mrs Unaiza Malik Assistant Treasurer                                                            
 
National Council 

 

  
Nationally Elected Members  
Name Organisation 

 
Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari East London Mosque Trust Ltd 
Mr Talha Jamil Ahmad Da'watul Islam UK & Eire 
Mrs Talat Ahmed Redbridge Muslim Womens Social Group  
Dr Manazir Ahsan Islamic Foundation  
Mr Tahir Alam Al-Hijrah Trust  
Dr Abdelaziz Belattar Muslim Welfare House (Sheffield)  
Dr Reefat Drabu Southampton Al-Nisaa Association  
Dr Omer Hasem El-Hamdoon Muslim Association of Britain  
Mr Mohamed Ali Harrath Teebah  
Mr Nozmul Hussain Islamic Forum Europe (West Midland Branch)  
Dr Mohammed Idrees UK Islamic Mission (National)  
Mr Shabbir Ahmad Kawsar Da'watul Islam UK & Eire  
Mr Harun Rashid Khan Redbridge Islamic Centre  
Mr Dilowar Hussain Khan   Islamic Forum Europe  
Mr Mohammad Akram Khan Uk Islamic Mission (Luton)  
Mr Ahmed Khelloufi Muslim Welfare House (London)  
Mrs Unaiza Malik The Muslim Women's Association (UK)  
Shaykh Ibrahim Mogra Khanizat Al-'llm  
Dr Akber Mohamedali The World Federation of KSIMC  
Mr Hasan Mueenuddin Da'watul Islam UK & Eire  
Mr Farooq Murad Islamic Society of Britain - Leicester Branch  
Mr Usama Razi UK Islamic Mission (National)  
Mr Ufuk Secgin London Islamic Culture and Recreation Society (LICARS)  
Dr Shuja Shafi Islamic & Cultural Society of Harrow  
Mr Khalid Sofi MADE ( Muslim Agency for Development and Enterprise)  
   
Zonally Elected Members 
  
Sr Esmat Jeraj The Council of European Jamaats 
Mr Mukhtar Osman Islington Islamic Centre (Yorkway Mosque) 
Mr Mohammed Kozbar Lebanese Muslim League 
Mr Ali Qureshi Redbridge & Chigwell Muslim Association 
Sheikh Dr Hojjat Ramzy Iqra Institute Oxford 
Mr Mahmood Hussain  UKIM (Masjid & Islamic Centre, Birmingham)                                         
Mr Rizwan Khalique Innovaid 
Mr Yousuf Bhailok Al-Jamiah Al-Islamiyah ( Darul Uloom Lancs) 
Mr Abderazak Bougara Muslim Association of Britain (Sheffield) 
Dr Ahmed Helmy Northern Ireland Muslim Family Association (NIMFA) 
Dr Salah Beltagui Muslim Council of Scotland (MCS) 
Mr Saleem Kidwai Muslim Council of Wales (Cyngor Moslemaidd Cymru 
 
Directly Nominated Members – National  



 

 

 
Mr Musleh Faradhi Islamic Forum Europe 
Mr Muhammad Jinani Young Muslim Organisation UK 
Shaikh Abu Sayeed Da'watul Islam UK & Eire 
Mr Toufik Kacimi Muslim Welfare House (London) 
Mr Iftikhar Ahmad UK Islamic Mission 
Mr Maswood Ahmed Islamic Society of Britain (National) 
Mr Omar Ali The Federation of Students Islamic Societies (FOSIS) 
Mrs Firdous Arif The Muslim Women's Association (UK) 
Mrs Lana Al-Sumaiday Muslim Women Society (MWS) 
Mr Belgacem Kahlalech Muslim Association of Britain 
  
Directly Nominated Members – Regional 
  
Mr Abdul Hamid Qureshi Lancashire Council of Mosques 
Ms Shifa Shahab Federation of Muslim Organisations - Leicestershire 
Mr Mohammed Aslam Ijaz Council of Mosques, London & Southern Countries 
Dr Dilder Chowdhury Islamic Forum Europe - North Branch 
Mr Imteyaz Ali  Bolton Council of Mosques (BCOM) 
Mr Sirajul Islam (Hira) Council of Mosques Tower Hamlets 
Dr Meraj Hasan Muslim Council of Wales (Cyngor Moslemaidd Cymru) 
Dr Musharraf Chaudhury Southwark Muslim Forum (SMF) 
Mr Mazhar Khan Muslim Council of Scotland (MCS) 
  
Co-opted Members  
 
Mr AbdoolKarim Vakil  
Mr Navshir Jaffer  
Mrs Saleha Islam  
Ms Ameena Blake  
  
Constitutionally Mandated Committees  

 
Communications & Public Affairs Committee 

 Chair – Farooq Murad 

 Vice Chair – [Vacant] 

 Secretary – Nasima Begum 
 

Finance and General Purpose 

 Chair - Harun Rashid Khan 

 

Legal Affairs 

 Chair - Khalid Sofi 

 Vice Chair - Sabah Al-Mukhtar 

 Secretary - Yasmin Husain 

 

Membership 

 Chair - Talha J Ahmad 

 Vice Chair – [Vacant] 

 Secretary - Rashid Ansari 
 

Research & Documentation 

 Chair - Mr AbdoolKarim Vakil 

 Vice Chair - Fuad Ali 

 Secretary - [Vacant] 

  

 
Advisors 
 
Sir Iqbal Sacranie 
Dr Jamil Sherif 
Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari 
Mrs Unaiza Malik 
Mr Iqbal Asaria 
Dr Akber Mohamedali 



 

 

Appendix B 
Press Releases (in descending order) 
 
19th December 2013 Muslim Council of Britain on the Woolwich Verdict 
 
18th December 2013 Mourning British Muslim Humanitarian Dr Abbas Khan 
 
13th December 2013 Muslim Council of Britain condemns the execution of Bangladesh’s opposition Leader 
 
6th December 2013 Remembering Madiba: Muslim Council of Britain Mourns Passing of Nelson Mandela 
 
5th December 2013 Fear and Loathing is not the Best Response to Terrorism: Muslim Council of Britain Responds 

to Extremism Task Force Proposals 
 
22nd November 2013 Muslims and Jews United Over Non-Pre-Stunned Meat Labelling 
 
29th October 2013 Muslim Council of Britain Welcomes Prime Minister's Support for Islamic Finance 
 
28th October 2013 The Muslim Pound - How Muslims Add Value to Britain's Prosperity 
 
25th October 2013 Lapshyn Murder: Anti-Muslim Terrorism and the Extremism that Feeds it 
 
7th October 2013 One year since their extradition: Babar Ahmed and Talha Ahsan 
 
23rd September 2013 Terrorist attacks in Kenya, Pakistan and Iraq: Muslim Council of Britain Decries a Weekend of 

Carnage 
 
19th September 2013 The Niqab in Hospitals - Let Pragmatism and the Needs of the Patient Prevail 
 
16th September 2013 The Niqab/Veil Debate: Old Prejudices, Same Concerns 
 
29th August 2013 Syrian Intervention: Let Cooler Heads Prevail 
 
27th August 2013 Muslim Council of Britain Voices Dismay at Another Attack on a British Mosque 
 
15th August 2013 Egypt's 14 August Massacre: UK Needs to Condemn and Pressurise Coup Leaders 
 
22nd July 2013  Anti-Muslim Terrorism: Time for a Coordinated, National Response 
 
12th July 2013  Tipton Explosion Incident 
 
9th July 2013  British Muslims welcome Ramadan: the month of discipline, compassion and solidarity 
 
2nd July 2013  British Muslims sign historic Intra-Faith Unity Statement and Discuss Tackling Extremism at                    

16th Annual General meeting of the Muslim Council of Britain 
 
10th June 2013  Muslim Council of Britain Welcomes Steps to Increase Police Patrols For Vulnerable Islamic          

Sites 
 
6th June 2013  PROTECTING ALL OUR CHILDREN: Tackling Grooming, Safeguarding Children in all 

Communities  
 
5th June 2013  North London Mosque Attack: Time to Treat Islamophobia Seriously 
 



 

 

31st May 2013  Make Tea, Not War: British Muslims Urged To Open Mosques To Public 
 
30th May 2013  Muslim Council of Britain Secretary General to address faith and civic leaders at Citizens UK 

summit 
 
26th May 2013  Muslim Council of Britain responds to Announcement of Government Taskforce on 

Extremism 
 
23rd May 2013  Faith Leaders Come Together to Calm Tension 
 
22nd May 2013  Muslims Condemn Attack on Soldier in Woolwich 
 
12th May 2013  Muslims Stand United, Resist Divisive Sectarian Rhetoric 
 
7th May 2013  Foreign Office Needs to Take Bangladesh Government to task 
 
15th April 2013  Release Shaker Aamer, the last British resident in Guantanamo Bay 
 
12th April 2013  Every British child deserves to relate to Britain’s history 
 
15th March 2013 Muslim Council celebrates contributions to international development and urges greater 

investment in the community and this country of ours  
 
15th March 2013 Halal meat - Consumers demand answers from certifiers, regulators and Government 
 
6th March 2013  Muslim Council of Britain encourages community to mark International Women's Day 
 
22nd February 2013 Communities Stand united against terrorism 
 
18th February 2013 Speaking out against the Euro Far Right, Grooming and Consumer Confidence in Halal Meat: 

MCB's National Council Resolution  
 
8th February 2013 MCB Secretary General Attends 12th Islamic Summit in Cairo 
 
5th February 2013 Restoring Trust in Halal Meat Certification 
 
2nd February 2013 Time to build trust: Deep concerns for UK Halal Meat Supply  
 
24th January 2013 Muslim Patrol? More Like Muslim Snow Patrol 
 
13th January 2013 Muslim Council condemns sectarian violence in the Muslim world 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Appendix C 
MCB Affiliates 2013-2014 
 
National Affiliates 

 
Association of Muslim Schools 

Council of Nigerian Muslim Organisations 

Da'watul Islam UK & Eire 

Indian Muslim Federation (UK) 

Islamic Forum Europe 

Islamic Society of Britain (National) 

Jama'at Ahle Sunnat UK 

Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith UK 

Jamiat-e-Ulema Britain 

Muslim Association of Britain 

 
Muslim Doctors and Dentists Association 

Muslim Welfare House (London) 

Muslim Women Society (MWS) 

The Council of European Jamaats 

The Federation of Student Islamic Societies (FOSIS) 

The Muslim Women's Association (UK) 

The World Federation of KSIMC 

The World Islamic Mission 

UK Islamic Mission (National) 

Young Muslim Organisation UK 
 
Regional Affiliates 

 
Bolton Council of Mosques (BCOM) 

Confederation of Sunni Mosques Midlands 

Council of Mosques Tower Hamlets 

Council of Mosques, London & Southern Counties 

Federation of Muslim Organisations - Leicestershire 

Islamic Forum Europe - North Branch 

 
Lancashire Council of Mosques 

Muslim Council of Scotland (MCS) 

Muslim Council of Wales (Cyngor Moslemaidd Cymru) 

Southwark Muslim Forum (SMF) 

Union of Muslim Organisations - Walsall 

 
Local Affiliate

 
Aalami Majlise Tahaffuze Khatme Nubuwwat 

Abdullah Quilliam Society 

Abrar Islamic Foundation 

Abu Hurairah Academy 

Ahlulbayt Islamic Mission (AIM) 

Al Muntada Al Islami Trust 

Al Mustafa Trust International 

Al-Asr Scholastic Research Estb. 

Albarakat Walfare Trust 

Al-Hidayah Association 

Al-Hijra Somali Community 

Al-Hijrah Trust 

Al-Huda Cultural Centre & Mosque 

Al-Imdaad Foundation UK 

Al-Jamiah Al-Islamiyah (Darul Uloom Lancs) 

Al-Mahdi Institute 

Al-Mizan Charitable Trust 

Al-Mustafa Welfare Trust 

Al-Muttaqiin 

Alnoor Cultural & Educational Trust 

Al-Risala Education Trust 

Al-Zaitoona Arabic School 

An Noor 

Anjuman-e-Farogh-e-Aza 

Anjuman-e-Ja'fariyya, Muslim Community of Watford 

Anjuman-e-Saifee 

Ansar Finance Group 

Anwar-e-Madina Mosque & School Trust 

Arab Lawyers Association 

Arqam Foundation 

 
Assoc. of Muslim Teachers and Lecturers 

Association of Islamic Teachers UK (AIT) 

Association of Muslim Lawyers 

Association of Muslim Professionals 

Association of Muslim Researchers 

Assunnah Islamic Centre 

AWSEA (Arab Women's Support & Empowerment Association) 

Azan Community Services Association 

Azhar Academy 

Azmat-e-Islam Mosque 

Baitul-Aman Islamic Mission 

Balham Mosque 

Battersea Mosque 

Belfast Islamic Centre 

Birmingham Central Mosque 

Blackburn Council of Mosques 

Blackburn Muslim Association 

Blackpool Islamic Community Centre & Mosque 

Bolton Muslim Welfare Trust 

Bosnia - Herzegovina Islamic Centre 

Bradford Muslim Welfare Society 

Brent Islamic Circle 

Brighton Islamic Mission 

Brighton Mosque & Muslim Community Centre 

Bristol Islamic Schools Trust 

British Muslim Association of Merton 

Brondesbury College For Boys 

Burmese Muslim Association 

Caribbean Islamic Association 

Central Jamia Masjid (Southall) 



 

 

Central Jamia Masjid (Wakefield) 

Central Jamia Mosque Ghamkol Sharif 

Council of Indian Muslims 

Council of Islamic Affairs, Blackburn 

Coventry Cross Mosque & Islamic Comm. Centre 

Croydon Mosque & Islamic Centre 

Daarul Jannah Community Centre & Masjid 

Dar Alarqam Centre and Doha Mosque 

Dar Uloom Al-Arabiya Al-Islamiya (Bury) 

Darul Ummah Jame Masjid 

Darus Salam Mosque (Leicester Mosque Trust) 

Daubhill Muslim Society 

Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Bethnal Green Branch) 

Da'watul Islam Uk & Eire (Birmingham Branch) 

Da'watul Islam Uk & Eire (Bristol Branch) 

Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Dockland Branch) 

Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Manchester Branch) 

Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Redbridge Branch) 

Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Shadwell Branch) 

Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Swansea Branch) 

Da'watul Islam UK & Eire (Walthamstow Women's Branch) 

Da'watul Islam Youth Group 

Dudley Muslim Association 

Dulwich Islamic Centre 

Dundee Islamic Society 

East London Mosque Trust Ltd 

Edmonton Islamic Centre 

Elland Mosque Association 

Epsom & Ewell Islamic Society 

Esha Atul Islam (Mosque) 

Europe Trust 

European Institute Of Human Science 

Finsbury Park Mosque 

Friends of Al-Aqsa 

Gardens of Peace, Muslim Cemetery Trust 

Green Lane Masjid & Community Centre 

Gulzar-e-Madina Mosque 

Hanafi Sunni Muslim Circle - UK 

Haringey Islamic Trust 

Harlesden Ummah 

Harrow Central Mosque 

Harrow Islamic Society 

Hasene Humanitarian Aid UK (Hasene Aid UK) 

Hendon Mosque & Islamic Centre 

Hinckley Muslim Association 

Horn Stars SC 

Hounslow Jamia Masjid 

Human Appeal International 

Human Relief Foundation (Main) 

Hyderi Islamic Centre 

Ibn Rushd Society 

Ilford Islamic Centre Ltd 

Immigrants Funeral Society 

Imperial College Islamic Society 

Indian Muslim Association 

Indian Muslim Patel Society 

Indian Muslim Welfare Society 

Institute of Islamic Banking and Insurance 

International Institute of Kashmir Studies 

International Khatme-e-Nubuwwat Mission 

Interpal Palestinians Relief and Development Fund 

Iqra Institute Oxford 

Iqra International 

Iqra Trust 

Islam Expo Ltd 

Islamia Schools Trust 

Islamic & Cultural Society of Harrow 

Islamic Academy 

Islamic Association of North London 

Islamic Centre 

Islamic Centre Milton Keynes 

Islamic Centre, Birmingham 

Islamic College for Advanced Studies 

Islamic Community Centre, Tottenham 

Islamic Computing Centre 

Islamic Cultural & Education Centre Battersea 

Islamic Education Trust (Masjid Al-Falah) 

Islamic Educational & Recreational Institute 

Islamic Forum Europe - Bradford 

Islamic Forum Europe - Loughborough Branch 

Islamic Forum Europe - Manchester Branch 

Islamic Forum Europe - South Branch 

Islamic Forum Europe (London) 

Islamic Forum Europe (Luton) 

Islamic Forum Europe (West Midland Branch) 

Islamic Forum Europe Oldham 

Islamic Foundation 

Islamic Foundation for Ecology & Environmental Science 

Islamic Relief (UK Head Office) 

Islamic Relief Agency (ISRA) (Birmingham) 

Islamic Resource Centre 

Islamic Shariah Council 

Islamic Society (Coventry) 

Islamic Society of Britain - Birmingham Branch 

Islamic Society of Britain - Bradford Branch 

Islamic Society of Britain - Glasgow Branch 

Islamic Society of Britain - Halifax Branch 

Islamic Society of Britain - Leicester Branch 

Islamic Society of Britain - Luton Branch 

Islamic Society of Britain - Manchester Branch 

Islamic Society of Britain - Sheffield Branch 

Islamic Students Society (ISOC) 

Islington Islamic Centre 

Jame Mosque (Leicester) 

Jami Mosque and Islamic Centre 

Jamia Masjid (Blackburn) 

Jamia Mosque (Hansdworth Islamic Centre) 

Jamia Musjid (Doncaster) 



 

 

Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Bradford) 

Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Derby) 

Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Dewsbury) 

Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Maidstone) 

Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Redhill) 

Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith (Skipton) 

Jamiate Nizame Islam 

Jamiatul Ummah Secondary School 

Jamiatul Ummah Sixth Form College 

Karimia Institute 

Kashmir Council For Human Rights 

Khalil Foundation 

Khawateen (Association of Asian Muslim Ladies of North London) 

Khazinat Al-'Ilm 

Kingston Muslim Association (Kingston Jamia Mosque) 

KSI Muslim Community of Milton Keynes 

KSIMC of Birmingham 

Kurdish Association in Britain 

Kurdish Council of Imams of Islamic preachers in Britain (KCIIPB) 

Ladybridge Muslim Society 

Lantern of Knowledge Educational Trust 

Lebanese Muslim League 

Leeds Grand Mosque 

Lewisham Islamic Centre 

Leytonstone Islamic Association 

London Guildhall University Islamic Society 

London Islamic Culture and Recreation Society (LICARS) 

London Muslim Doctor's Association 

London School of Economics Islamic Society 

M.A. Al-Kharafi Islamic Centre 

MADE (Muslim Agency for Development and Enterprise) in Europe 

Madinatul Uloom & Islamic Centre 

Madinatul Uloom Al-Islamiyah 

Madni Jamia Masjid & Islamic Centre 

Madressa Alarabia Alislamia 

Majlis Sautul Quraan 

Majlis Ulama-e-Shia (Europe) 

Makki Masjid (Sheffield) 

Manchester Islamic Educational Trust Ltd 

Markazi Mosque & Islamic Centre 

Markazul-Uloom Al-Islamiyya 

Masjid  Al Hidayah 

Masjid Aeysha Tottenham (Tottenham Mosque) 

Masjid and Madrasah Al-Tawhid 

Masjid Noor (Huddersfield) 

Masjid Tauheedul Islam 

Masjid Umar/ Evington Muslim Centre 

Masjid-e-Anisul Islam 

Masjid-e-Falah, Preston Muslim Society 

Masjid-e-Irfan 

Masjid-e-Rizwan Mosque 

Masjid-e-Saliheen 

Masjid-e-Usman (Huddersfield) 

Mauritian Islamic Welfare Association 

Mayfair Islamic Centre 

Memon Association (Leicester) 

Memon Association UK 

Mosque & Islamic Centre (Edinburgh) 

Mount Pleasant Islamic Trust 

Muath Trust / Bordesley Centre 

Mushkil Aasaan 

Muslim Aid 

Muslim Association of Bradford (Central Mosque) 

Muslim Association of Britain (Birmingham) 

Muslim Association of Britain (Bristol) 

Muslim Association of Britain (Leeds) 

Muslim Association of Britain (Leicester) 

Muslim Association of Britain (Liverpool) 

Muslim Association of Britain (Newcastle) 

Muslim Association of Britain (Sheffield) 

Muslim Association of Britain (South London) 

Muslim Association of Croydon 

Muslim Association of Nigeria (UK) 

Muslim Burial Council of Leicestershire 

Muslim Community and Education Centre (Palmer's Green Mosque) 

Muslim Community Centre 

Muslim Council of Southampton 

Muslim Cultural Heritage Centre Trust (Al Manar) 

Muslim Deaf UK 

Muslim Directory 

Muslim Education Centre 

Muslim Educational Consultative Committee 

Muslim Educational Trust (London) 

Muslim Enterprise Development Service (MEDS) 

Muslim Hands 

Muslim Heritage Trust 

Muslim Information Centre 

Muslim Investment Corporation Ltd 

Muslim Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheri Community of Leicester 

Muslim Shia Ithna-Asheri Jamaat of Essex 

Muslim Sisters Jamaat 

Muslim Solidarity Committee 

Muslim Teachers' Association 

Muslim Welfare Association of Vale of Glamorgan 

Muslim Welfare Board 

Muslim Welfare House (Glasgow) 

Muslim Welfare House (Newcastle) 

Muslim Welfare House (Sheffield) 

Muslim Welfare Institute 

Muslim World League 

Muslim Youth Helpline 

Muslimaat UK 

Narborough Road Islamic Centre 

Nasserpuria Memon Association UK 

National Zakat Foundation 

Neeli Mosque & Islamic Centre(UKIM) 

Newcastle Central Mosque Masjid Al Tawhid 

Newham North Islamic Association 



 

 

Northern Ireland Muslim Family Association (NIMFA) 

Norwich & Norfolk Muslim Association 

Nuneaton Muslim Welfare & Cultural Assoc 

Omar Welfare House 

Orphans in Need 

Oxford Islamic Information Centre 

Paigham-e-Islam Trust 

Pakistan Association - Leicestershire 

Pakistan Association Liverpool 

Pakistan Workers Association 

Palestinian Forum in Britain 

Palestinian Return Centre 

Peace by Peace Charity 

Peckham Mosque Trust 

Preston Muslim Girls High School 

Preston Muslim Society - Jamea Mosque 

Preston Muslim Society - Masjid-e-Salaam 

Preston Muslim Society, Quwwatul Islam Masjid 

Quranic Study Circle 

Rahman International 

Raza Islamic Educational & Cultural Centre 

READ Foundation 

Reading Muslim Council 

Redbridge & Chigwell Muslim Association 

Redbridge Islamic Centre 

Redbridge Muslim Womens Social Group 

Renaissance Readers Club UK 

Seaheaven Islamic Community 

Seerah Foundation 

Shah Jahan Mosque (Woking) 

Shah Poran Masjid and Islamic Centre Trust 

Sheikh Abdullah Foundation (The) 

Shia Ithna Ashri Islamic Centre 

Shia Ithna-Asheri Community of Middx (SICM) 

Shropshire Islamic Foundation 

Solihull Muslim Community Association (SMCA) 

Somali Speakers Association 

Somali Welfare Centre 

South London Mosque & Islamic Centre 

Southampton Al-Nisaa Association 

Southampton Medina Mosque Trust 

Sri Lanka Islamic (UK) Association Trust 

Sri Lankan Islamic Forum UK (SLIF UK) 

Sri Lankan Muslim Cultural Centre UK 

Stevenage Muslim Community Centre 

Surrey Heath Muslim Association 

Sutton Islamic Centre 

Ta Ha Publishers Ltd. 

Taleem Trust/Muslim Network (Scotland) 

Tauheedul Islam Girls' High School 

Tawak'kuliah Islamic Society 

Teebah 

The Association of Muslim Governors 

The Brighton and Hove Muslim Forum (BHMF) 

The Charity Network 

The European Academy for Islamic Studies 

The International Qirat and Naat Association Blackburn UK 

The Islamic Association of Lincoln 

The Islamic Centre & Leicester Central Mosque 

The Liverpool Islamic Institute and Mosque 

The Muslim Khoja Shia Ithna-Asheri Community of Peterborough 

The Popda Society 

The Wharf Muslim Association 

The Young Muslims (Birmingham) 

Turkish Students Welfare Charity 

UK Action Committee on Islamic Affairs 

UK Albanian Muslim Community & Cultural Centre 

UK Care For Children 

UK Islamic Council 

UK Islamic Education Waqf 

UK Islamic Mission (Birmingham Central) 

UK Islamic Mission (Bradford) 

UK Islamic Mission (Burnley) 

UK Islamic Mission (Cardiff) 

UK Islamic Mission (East Ham) & Masjid Bilal 

UK Islamic Mission (Glasgow North) 

UK Islamic Mission (Glasgow South) 

UK Islamic Mission (Hull) 

UK Islamic Mission (Keighley) 

UK Islamic Mission (Leicester) 

UK Islamic Mission (Luton) 

UK Islamic Mission (Manchester North) 

UK Islamic Mission (Oldham) 

UK Islamic Mission (Peterborough) 

UK Islamic Mission (Rochdale) 

UK Islamic Mission (Sheffield) 

UK Islamic Mission (South Birmingham) 

UK Islamic Mission (Walsall) 

UK Islamic Mission (Wolverhampton) 

UK Islamic Mission Midland Zone 

UK Islamic Mission North Zone 

UK Islamic Mission Scotland Zone 

UK Islamic Mission South Zone 

UKIM ( Manchester South) 

UKIM (Ibrahim Mosque, Plaistow) 

UKIM (Madina Masjid Nelson) 

UKIM (Masjid & Islamic Centre, B'ham) 

UKIM (Masjid Noor, Blackburn) 

UKIM West London Islamic Centre 

Ummah Welfare Trust 

United Islamic Association 

United Somali Benadir Council 

Waaberi Community Development Association (WACODA) 

Waltham Forest Council of Mosques 

Waltham Forest Noor Ul Islam Trust 

Waqf Al-Birr Educational Trust 

Warrington Islamic Association 

Watford Mosque & Welfare Association 



 

 

Wessex Shia Ithna Asheri Jamaat 

Wimbledon Mosque 

Winchester Muslim Cultural Association 

Women's Relief 

World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY) 

World Islamic Association of Mental Health 

World Islamic Forum UK 

World Islamic Foundation 

World Islamic Mission (Midlands) 

World Islamic Mission of Scotland 

Worthing Islamic Society 

York Mosque & Islamic Centre (UKIM) 

Young Muslim Organisation (Manchester) 

Young Muslim Organisation (Oldham) 

Young Muslim Organisation UK (Sunderland) 
 


